When 'Ali 'Abd al-Raziq's treatise came off the press, forty Muslim delegates from fourteen different countries were gathering in Cairo for a conference to discuss the possibility of identifying a new caliph in the wake of the Turkish ban. The ruler of Egypt, Fu'ad I (titled sultan from 1917 to 1922 and king from 1922 to 1936), reportedly entertained the idea of his own candidacy for this position --a notion that now seems preposterous, given the reputation that Fu'ad and his successors developed for political scheming and questionable ethics. Aware of these circumstances, 'Ali 'Abd al-Raziq used the treatise as an opportunity to dismiss not only the need for a caliph, but also the need for a kingthereby adding King Fu'ad to his list of enemies. Ultimately the Cairo Caliphate Conference accomplished nothing, while the dream of reviving the caliphate faded.
Readers interested in further details about this conference as it relates to 'Ali 'Abd al-Raziq, the Egyptian monarchy, and the development of Egyptian nationalism may wish to consult the account in Israel Gershoni and James P. Jankowski's Egypt, Islam, and the Arabs: The Search for Egyptian Nationhood, 1900 -1930 (Oxford University Press, 1986 . 
